
AP US History Summer Reading Assignment 
  
Dear prospective students - this is your first reading test:  read and understand the whole letter! 
  
 I’m excited about teaching next year’s AP US History class, but it is a demanding, college-level 
course. The required summer reading is intended to give you the background you need to hit the ground 
running in August.  The books on this reading list are not available through the school, but many can be 
found at Borders or other large bookstores; Amazon probably has the best prices. Many titles are also 
available through the public libraries. I have some second-hand copies of these books – first come, first 
served, of course.  Go with your interests, and have a great summer. 
  
APUSH students are required to read two books over the summer as follows: 
  
1. Required for Everyone:  Robert Remini’s A Short History of the United States (2008). The book is a 
    quick survey of American history. You will likely find it wanting in some categories, and it has a 
    distinct liberal political bias in the final chapters, but it gives us a snapshot of US history in a package 
    that is less than 400 pages long.  There will be a test on the Remini book during the first week of  
    school. You will be permitted to use any notes you have taken; they must be handwritten and they will  
    be submitted along with your test. 
  
2. The other book you choose to read (either the presidential biography or a topical book) will be 
    the subject of a Dialectical Journal. You are required to make 40 entries in your journal; it will be a 
    sort of conversation between you and your book. The book will make claims, provoke questions, and 
    provide information that interests, excites, or disturbs you. Your part of the conversation is to write 
    your reactions, questions, and objections in your journal.  For each dialectical journal entry, you need  
    to quote or paraphrase the sentences or ideas that have grabbed your attention, note down the chapter  
    and page number(s) where you encountered them, and write an answer. Think of it as a series of letters  
    written to the author about the content of his book.  Feel free to agree. Feel free to disagree, but do so  
    from evidence. Feel free to express simple wonder or curiosity.  Each entry should be about one third to  
    one half a page long in a composition book, handwritten, or it may about ten to twelve lines long if  
    typed.   The Dialectical Journal will be due at the end of the first week of school; it is a test grade. 
  
   You may choose... 

a) A biography of any US President:  My top three influential Presidents are Washington,  
    Lincoln, and Franklin Roosevelt. My second tier of important Presidents is Jefferson, Jackson,  
    Polk, Teddy Roosevelt, Wilson, Truman, Johnson, Reagan. My third tier (sometimes chosen  
    less for their own influence than for their role in events at pivotal times) is Adams, Madison,  
    Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, Grant, Cleveland, McKinley, Hoover, Eisenhower, Kennedy,  
    Nixon. Below those guys is my fourth tier. You can read about them, but they will likely be of  
    less value to you, and quality biographies of them may be difficult to find. A well written  
    biography is much more than just a life story; you’ll get a lot out of it. Avoid children’s 
books! 



 - or - 
  b) Any titles from the following list of topical books: 

1. Nathaniel Philprick’s Mayflower (2007) 
2. Mark Noll’s The Old Religion in a New World: The History of North American  
    Christianity (2001) 
3. David Davis’ Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New World (2008) 
4. Walter Borneman’s The French and Indian War: Deciding the Fate of North America (2007) 
5. David McCullogh’s 1776 (2006) 
6. Joseph Ellis’ Founding Brothers (2002) – parallel biographical sketches of the founders 
7. Walter Borneman’s 1812: The War that Forged a Nation (2004). 
8. Arthur Schlesinger Jr.’s The Age of Jackson (1945) 
9. Steven Woodworth’s Manifest Destinies: America’s Westward Expansion and 

                              the Road to the Civil War (2010) 
10. Bruce Catton’s The Civil War (2004) 
11. Eric Foner’s Reconstruction:  America’s Unfinished Revolution 1863 – 1877 (1988) 
      or Eric Foner’s Forever Free: The Story of Emancipation and Reconstruction (2006) 
12. Rebecca Edwards’ New Spirits: Americans in the Gilded Age (2005) 
13. John Cooper’s Pivotal Decades: The United States, 1900 – 1920 (1990) 
14. David Pietrusza’s 1920: The Year of Six Presidents (2008) 
15. Nathan Miller’s New World Coming:  The 1920’s and the Making of Modern  
      America (2004) 
16. Robert McElvaine’s The Great Depression: America 1929 – 1941 (1993) 
17. James Stokesbury’s A Short History of World War II (1980) 
      If you would like to read about World War II, there are hundreds of titles to choose  
      from.  I put up a basic general history, but there are several studies of the home front,  
      American industry, American politics, American race relations, American strategy,  
      American campaigns, the Manhattan Project, etc.  
18. Gordon Barrass’ The Great Cold War: A Journey Through the Hall of Mirrors (2009) 
19. David Farber’s The Age of Great Dreams: America in the 1960’s (1994) 
20. Stanley Karnow’s Vietnam: A History (1997) 
21. Arthur Schlesinger Jr.’s The Imperial Presidency (2004) 

- or - 
c) Not on the list?  Send me the title, and I’ll look it up and give you an answer.  

  
I hope you are challenged but not intimidated; we have a lot more reading to do before we are done.  If 

you are up for the challenge and not afraid of the workload, then you can do well. If you are put off by summer 
reading (with more to come during the school year), you need to reconsider whether AP US History is the right 
class for you this coming fall.  Please e-mail me at your earliest opportunity. I would like to know about your 
reading progress, and I would like to try to answer any questions you might have regarding your reading or 
the assignments. You can e-mail my school account:  wheelers@bocachristian.org  
  
Have a blessed summer, Mr. Wheeler 


